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PREFACE,

Of the thirteen plays of Bhasa hitherto discovered, the
Pratimanataka is the last one. [ have discussed in the intro-
duction of this play various questions, to which the discovery
of the plays has given rise, An English translation of the
introduction iz also added for widening its scope of utility.
At the end of the book is given a short aecount of the
chavacters, Udayana, Pradyota and Darsaka mentioned by
Bhasga. C

Trivandrur, T. GANAPATI SASTRL.
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INTRODUCTION,

Tais Nataka is known as the Pratiméanataka on account of the
importanco given to the Prabimd or statue, on seeing which in the
Pratima-griha (Statue-house) Bharata was able to infer the fate

»»ywhich befell Dasaratha, on Srt Rama's going away to the forest.

I have elsewhere stated that the Abhishckanataka owes its
subject-mattor to tho Kishkindhd, Sundara and Yulddha Kéindag. And
this Natake takes its materials from the Aypdhys and Araunya Kandas.
Thus it is not out of place to surmise that Bhisa in his zeal to com-
pose dramas out of the I"arva-Ramayana should have also written o
Nataka based on the vemaining Balakanda, This, T think, must be
the Balacharita, of which mention has already been wmade in the
introduction of the Syapnavasavadatba.

In the first Act of this Nitaka ave described Stta’s playfully

adorning herself with a vallale (bark-gar-

1. The Plot. ment) found by her cosually, and Rawma's

going to the forest at the direction of his

father, accompanicd by Sité thus clad, and by Lakshwana, whose
wrath towards Kaikey! Rama had just appeased.

In the sceond Act is set-forth the wental state of king Dasaratha
afflicted by his separation from Réma.

The third narrates how Bharata learnt of the death of his father,
by sceing his statuc erected amid the statucs of his forefathers in the
atatue-houso, as also his meeting there his mother and others.

The fourth Act deals with Bharaba's rehwen to the capital accom-
panied by Sumantra, after obtaining permission {rom Rama for the
coronation of the latter’s sundals in his place.

The abductiom of Bitd by Ravana in the guisc of o mendicant,
after enticing Rama away by the illusion of u golden deer, and
Jatdyw's obstruction of Ravana, are deseribed in tho fifth Act,
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The sixth Act deals with the killing of Jatdyu, and Bharata's
determination, v heuring from Sumantra of the abduction of Stté, to
go to Lankd for the assistance of Rama.

Rawa's return to the hermitage with Sttd, after killing Ravana ;
Bhaiata's receipt of the news and his meeting Rima there along with
his mother and step-mothers, minister and followers; and Rama's
acceptance of the kingdom from Bharata and his coronation in the
hermitage itself are described in the seventh Act.

The subject matter of this Nitaka comprises both real and
imaginary events. Of the several important incidents described there-.
n, those relating to Blarala's obtaining news of 81ia’s abduction,
Rama's re-asswuing the reins of govermment from DBharata, and
his coronation in the hermitage itself arc creations of tho poel, as they
are not found in the Rdmayana; just ag, in the Uttararima charita,the
meeting of the hero and heroine in the forest, and their subsequent
happy reunion at the end of the Asvamedha sacrifice; in the Sa-
kuntala, the curse of the sage Darvasas (not mentioned in the Maha-
bharata); and in the Pancharatra, Duryodhana’s giving half the king-
dom to the Pandavas, ave all creations of the respective aunthors. Of
such creativns in this play, the first is introduced for heightening the
effects of pathos (FURY), the second for mitigating the anxiety of
Bharata and obhers, and the third for gladdening the acquaintances
made by Sr1 Bama in the hermitage.

Looking into the composition of Bhasa it will bo seen that his
unrivalled merit lios in the delineation of the real nature of things in
their varied conditions by sweet, apt and lueid words suggestive of
lofty ideas. Of the Natakas of Bhasa hitherto obtained, wherein this
merit of his shines most, one i3 the Svapnavisavadatte, and the
other, I thiuk, is the Pratiminédtaka, the subject of this introduction.
Of these two, in the Svapnavisavadatta, the central Rasa (T4)
ie the Vipralambha Sringdra (fS@wWEEw), to which the Artha-
Sringhra (SMIFR) is only an auxiliary. In the Pratins, however,
the central Rasa that runs through it, is the Dharmavira mingled
with Enrupa Rasa-tho Dharmavira manifesting itsclf in the enthu-
siasm  displayed by the lero in cherishing the single thought of
carrying out the Dhurma, 1. e fulfilliog the mundates of his royal
father. Though the elegunce ol the lunguage and the charm of the
matter make these Natakus appear easy of cowprehension, yet the
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profundity of the sentimeuts therein makes an explanatory commen-
tary a requisite to the students of Ssuskrit. And I feel confident
that, in this or any other land, at this or any other time, there will
not be found wanting among the continnous throng of votaries of
Sanskrit literature, onefégmcterised by sympathotic desire to help
his fellowmen, to fa.vo;/ﬁith such a commontary,

The life-like reality of soliloquy and conversation in these Nata-
kas is quite unparalleled, and so is their
3. The merits of the gttraction for men of discernment. Some of
Pratimd and Svapna; Kali- . A .
dfsw’s dependonce on Bhisa,  the materials of these Natakas which com-
pletely engross the minds of the readers are
found to have been shadowed forth in the Sakuntala.

" In the Pratimanitaka:—

(i) The incident of the Valkule described in the first Act
is also seen in the first Act of the Sfknutala. The thought concisely
expressed by Bhbdsa in s‘gaqarguiel g&F A" (Pratimé, p. 7) is taken
up by Kalidasa and conveyed in the form,

“f@firT & gt aved A’ (Aot i, sl 17)

and is enlarged on by such illustrations as that of Liotus' &c. thus,
“geRasmaig A W

afeanf Ratdide sedl aqif
. AR gy awet

(i) The penance of watering plants described in the fifth
Act is found in the first Act of the Sakuntala with just this difference,

. that, whereas Bhasa has described the penance as being bearable, in

an apt' Arthntaranyasa containing Upams,

“qtsear wC Aty givsR
& 3y A wt agean |
8 T elwaEiEATd
ad sl sREEdR 0
(Pratimi, Act v, sl 8)

the nnbearableness of the same is expressed by Kalidasa in the form
of a Nidarsana,
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Yz ProrTrRRIAIEY 43-
W g anfig 9 gesir )
Y & ASHISIRTCT
~
Rrewat %gq%ﬁmﬁf i
(Sakuntala, Act i, sl. 16)

The herocs alsoin both the works equally applaud the penance, with
tho friendly greetings, ‘“@fy @it 29" (Pratima, p. 75 and Stkuntala,
Act i) Besides in the couplet occwrring in the same Act of the

Pratimdnitaka,

“arrges YATAER, RO, zAi
fpet g g gdgTar gat |7
(Act v, s1.11)

Rama asks Stta to bid goodbye to the fawns and trees which she had
tended as her foster-children, to the Vindhya mountain and creepers,
her dearest friends. Among these, the taking leave of the trees as
foster-children, is plainly described in the Sakuntals,

ot W ahmiradaaradaaa: |
qig @ g sraealy @ goweadEy
A franveaily waat §FT 91 1RO |
A A FYATGREATT T WY
& il wrgeaer afgd dvgaTarg o
(Act iv, s, 8)
while the idea of taking leave of the fawns and creepors is suggested
by way of their remembrance dnring Sakuntald’s departure,
il |isd w goEaeE: 0gar gae”,
(Act iv, s, 18)

“gafy el R quesi” ,
(Activ, 1. 1]

(i) In the following sentcnce addressed by Réma to Stta
in the seventh Act,

i St et s S

e e g I B e o e

AT e

ecipg
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“HTYII ST AT SE AT e Tt aReRd -
mrmn N :
(Pratima, p. 107)

Stta is reminded of the want of confidence towards Bharata, displayed
by the deer herd. While in the fifth Act of the Sakuntala, Dushshanta
is reminded of the same incident towards him displayed by the fawn,
in an exquisitely different form in the following words of Sakuntalf.—

“gxger g ar wR SEEt o fresrgwelt safdEl | 9w i g
e fag R swpafioon sa=fadl gggm, o 3 § saReETE T
surd IR | qEr QR oxF g S gfed G 3o qoel | ast
Fof qReRE &) et qowdg Rrmafy | g% & my oo R
In the above passage the confidence of the deer in the forest dwellers

is oxplicitly expressed in actual words, while in the Pratimanataka,
on the other hand, the same idea is suggested by the sense.

In the Svapnavisavadatta:—

(1) The incident of the meeting the ascetics in the hermit-
age described in the first Act is also found in the first Act of the Sa-
kuntala. There, the heroine Padmavatt, being thus addressed by the
lady-ascetie,

“qfig s ] aftg | qataunln o R R gae |
(Svapna, p. 5)
replies,
“gig iy W ! Rl | g agaasde siaR
(Svapna, p. 6)
The very samo idea is conveyed, in & different manner, in the follow-
ing words of the king satisfied with the hospitality of Anastya,

Saqag | weltet graR o sawive 1
{Sikuntala, Act i.)

Again, consider the words of the Chamberlain advising the servant
to desist from causing obstruction to the dwellers of the hermitage

Y T WSRO BT | O,

afvgeg Ty TaeETE
7 qEIEIARATRY s v

f
4
!
I
i
f}
k



vi
s, Amagid
gawfinr waRead aaba v’
(Svapna, Act i, sl. 5)

The very same idea is shadowed forth, in the following words ad-
drossed by the king to his commander-in-chief, in the Sékuntals,

“qur = SfEradad goEa gieefa, qur g o,
TRy ARy ¢ & aremaie da
sraTgeeT 3T QAwranaEeaS e aat 1"
(Act ii, sl 7)
In the former passage tho advice to desist from offending the resi-
dents of the hermitage is given in view of the respect due to their
sorenity ; while in the latter the same is impoelled by the fear of the
strength of their penance. This iden too is doubtless implied in the
epithet AARAT, occurring in the former.

(3) The werrymaking words. of the female friend towards
Prdmévati, during her pastime with the ball, occurring in the second
Act of_the Svapnavasavadatia,

“oprarelt — o1t | & qrit 3 sty frer AremelRy )

arerEgw — iy ufy | gor siisi s defy o i B ¥
o YT T

" gt s W gl & w7 (p. 19)

have reference to the attainment of a bridegroom, while in the 8a-
kuntela the same idea ocours in the scene of watering the shrubs by
the heroine, ) '

“Brdegr— (ftmam) angg! snomy % avegwr ot
siast iy
SR — oty i | i

frargn — g qursniaoft st afydor wrodor aar, s
e F [ st sEd X adate |

© O WERAA e UHT O € ATE AN (Act §)
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(3) The imaginary herbs, . dvidhivakarane and Sapatni-
mardana veferred to in the third Act have for their counterpart
the amulet Apardjita, in the seventh Act of the Sakuntala.

(4) In the sixth Act, the love of Vatsarija towards
Vasavadattd is heightened by the incident of the regaining of the
Vipa (H10r), which was lost at first, and by obtaining subseyuently
the picture of Vasavadatta ; while in the sixth Act of the Sakuntala the
recovery of the lost ring and the subsequent gain of Sakuntald’s pic-
ture, both similar in nature to the above said incidents, are intro-
duced to intensify the love of Dushshanta. Further, the fevlings of
condolence and censure portrayed in rospect of the Vipna in the
Svapnanataka is similorly displayed in regard to the ring in the
Sakuntala.

Condolence is thus described in the Svapnanstaka :—
* ‘gt ! w9 g
QAGIE ATAES T AT
fargamrorcsh Ryiguar
sfyrrmg Ry 0’
(Act vi, sl 1)
Its parallel runs thus in the Sdkuntala :—
*‘qa gaRangeia! 97
#ag wha AAEIY B8 |
FOTERARUY Tl
Tgawiy seuvd agg@g 1’
(Act vi, sl. 11)
Hers the unhappy lot of the ring is explicitly described in actual
words, and beautified by an Upam4 ; while that of the Vina.in the

Svapnanataka, is with greater cffect suggested. Censure is thug con-
veyed in the Svapnanataks :—

ey — R Al ! av qalawar T Ry
sefagggaaefdian
A ET R |

* Nuto alwe the sinidlarity of metre in both the verses, -



viti

sfyzr at = Rl vl
ararRy Fmlt 7 afwafo”
. (Act vi, &l 2)

The same feeling is thus depicted in the Sakuntaly :—
“gurg & TIHHSIFE
wt frgrnfy R |
Loci

wRAAT AW Y0 T SR~
ia qemadfar far e’
: (Act vi, 51, 13)

Here in the above verse the speaker is beside himself with love
in the first half but wakes up in the sccond half ; while the difference
in the portrayal of the censure expressed in respect of Ghoshavati
(sitgareht) is that the unconsciousness is kept up to the end.

Although the incident of the curse of Durvisas and the happy re-
union of the lovers at ths door of Méricha, found in the Sakuntala,
follow the Aviméraka where the curse of Chandabhdrgava and the
meeting again of the lovers at the door of Narada are described, and
in the same manper, traces of the imitation of ideas contained in the
Abhishekangtaka and Balacharita also exist in the *Sakuntala; never-
tholess, from the fact that the Sakuntala is mostly embellished only
with the ideas contained in’ the Svapna and Pratima Nétakas, it is cer-
tain that the mind of Kalidasa must have been strongly attracted by
the poctic excellences of these two works. Again, thsir ideas have
been adopted by Kalidasa not only in his dramatic composition, but
also if his lyric and epic poems, For the sense contained in the
following aouplet occarring in the Svapnanstaka,

“grewAn Fa: TREdAET
wrRaefeRa wesfr wraveRe: 1
(Act i, sl 4)

¥ Vide pp. XXXVII & XXXVIIT of the introduction of the Svapnavasavadutta,
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is extracted, in the following words of the Moghadtita (=
e GERIAE g AR AT
ANdigegai 9 alrarsd e
(Uttara-Mogha s, 46.)

In the seventh Act of the Pratimanataka, Rima says to Sttd, knowe
ing already that Bharata is coming to receive him,

o ety SrrwAETe:
msngvﬁﬁ 9 ﬁm qaaraygs: 1
(Pmtlm&, Ast vil, sl 4)

The very same idea occurs, witk slight difference, in the same con-
text, in the Raghuvarasa -

“RremaraiT gy
a4t T QAR |
¥ g angh:
sregady i v gae: 0

- . {Raghu. 18. 64)

The narration of Réma's great great grandfather, great grandfather,
grandfather and father—Diltpa, Raghu, Aja and Dasaratha found in
the Pratiménataka is mentioned in the same order in the Raghu-
vamsa, and not in the order of the Raméayana. Thus, many other
instances of the influence of Bhéisa are observable in the poems of
Kalidasa. Hence, if is clear that Kaliddsa has the same high regard
for Bhasa, as he has for Valmiki and Vyasa; for he depends, for his
poetical excellence, as much upon Bhasa, as fipon Valmtki and
Vyésa. ‘

The imitation of Valm1ki is sen in the Sakuntala-—
| “qrrmavfaragen: FoEnt mids |
w?‘ﬁwaﬁtﬁwwn%ﬁ-ﬁ g 1"
{Sakuntala, Act iii, sl. 4)

| L. Compa.re, gide by snle with this, the'origingl in the Rﬁ.m&ymm
‘el svmgediEen |
. et g Fafata: v

(Ra.mavana 4. ‘”&)
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Tlare, the wind's being worthy of being best enjoyed, is described in
goneral forms in ARREET: g A ; while the same is expressed in
the previous verse in the particular form of the winds being fit to be
incespantly embracea. The extraction of the very words themselves
is plain.

" " The imitation of the ideas of Vydsa is scen in the following
passage in the Kumérasambhava, when the Saptarshis praise Sivai—

barr ; tGere ! aw fearrgeaan
ar ﬁvm&u& grarRIE FRang 0
’ (Kuméra, 6-31)
The original of the above verse is found in the Mahdbhérata, where
Vidura praises Srt Kpishna —
Sar & fy: gewwr! ergatEyEan)
At ey gerRmTEATE R 0
( Udyoga. 91-50)
‘T'hat almost everyshing contained in the above ix ewbodied in the

previous verse ix plain,

Theve is u tradition that a certain Dingnaghchérya, a contem-
- porary of Kilidasa, used to find fault with

the writings of Kilidasa, to which, while com-
wenting an the line in the Meghadita,

“feganmat gl aige zmmm‘swm ”
(93 <1 14)

Dingnaga,

Mallinitha refers thus,
“Frganmarier wfaafaaer sRmee saAfrmagEm
g aftees”.

While Dakshipnavarta #* commenting on the above line of Kalidasa
thu~,

“Prgwnr g wrserra: amf%r—'mmta sweRiwrsaAy gl
vymgetaTfy 1

a1

" YVide note un B, 9 of the Sungkeit introduetion.

5
|
|
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refers to the adaptation of the thoughts of others as the reason
for such fault-finding. This adaptation of the thoughts of others
must only be the imitation of the ideas of Bhass and others above

pointed out. Nevertheless, though blamed by Dingnaga for this reason,
yet on account of the fact that Kalidasa has combined in his poetical
compositions, to an extraordinary degree, the sweetness of verse, an
intonsity of poctic merit characteristic of archaic poetical writings
and the qualities which furnish supreme relief to men of critica

faculty, his works were appreciatod beyond wessure by Nichula and
other poets, and also by all lovers of Saaskrit. It was due to this that’
Dingnage’s fault-linding attitudo towards Kalidasa has very little
effect.  In fact, Valmtki, Vyasa and Bhasz who are archaic poets
deserve to bu imitated on the ground that they were pioncers of
ancient poetical thought.  Thus we find that Asvaghosla. a poet who
is said to have fourished in the first century I, C. s transformed
the verse of Bhésa, .

‘g A Rerarag
yfredved werAET Z0R 0
Rt Temaed amt
wratgean: qaaAn vt 1"

(Pratijnd 1-18)
intu the following verse in the 13th Sarga of his Buddbacharita,

* g fe AT Bwl g
Ffiy waw, el il digeg )
L frafPa: Graw areaand
sarder g = o o g "

Ot those, the first could never fail to ebriko the scholar as the

original, from its casy graceful flow : and the other. ‘as the borrowed - RS

one, being otherwise. Hence an imitation of their writings was only.

held in estecem by Kalidésa, Nichula and others, In truth, Dllf\’g-',“(‘ i

uaUﬁe attitude towards Kaliddsa was due only to his ‘uﬂbtml]mcr ‘,
pmpenslty '

& This sloku was wnde kuown to me by wy frfend  Swralukaviswi Me, K C. B\Qq. :
gopalacharyar of Mysors, ufter the Sauskrit 1u£rodmhou way prmtml‘ [
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The archaic elegance of the writings of the Rishis, found in the,

poetical compositions of Bhisa, has been re-

Bhasa; a Risbi, ferred to by me as entitling him to be placed

: on a level with the Rishis, in my introduction

(p xxix) of the Svapnavisavadatta. Now, we infer that there must

have been a tradition of old describing him as a Muni. For Jonarija

(15th century A. 1.}, a commentator of the Prithvirdjacharita written

by Jaydnaka in the 12th century A. D. styles Bhasa as » Muni, while
commenting on the following verse,” o

“gepEIEE R @@t
Fivan'y FRfy A |
wrRe Fek g fsepaary (D
g aRagegas 0’
(Prithvirdjacharita i. 3)

The commentary on the above verse runs thus —

“gat wmed, AW dERNSt g QuEdsRf ety gemt
R giarere wala | am waAE — SRy wr«aﬁ‘ Fs
ﬁ@mﬁg«m WA, TRy lwm&sgtmr \ sifiafk TEamRy
qE TR GACGEAR | wEeAwan: STy @ saac aakat-
affdn sdwmreET, ettt adney: seagd G o aa-
Fenrzfintiopamtage R TRR:t | @@y qrd qwed T ga: qE-
my @ewt qwatie: 1

Although the epithet Rishi is applicable chiefly to seers of Vedic
hymns, yet on account of the fact that the term has largely come to
be used in course of time to those to whom only the epithet Muni
would be actually applicable, the epithets Muni and Rishi could very
well be treated as being quite synouymons, Inany way, having this
in view that people submit to any invasion in the field of the usage
of words made by & Muni in the snme way as in the case of a Righi,

* Thixy 1 have Jeaen! front my friend Moo T, M, Tripathi, s A, of Rombay, who also
tavoured ww with an extruet of the verae aud commentary ou ity {aken from a aanuseript of
the work sxisting in the Docean Coilege Libanry, Poonu,

+ See nute ou puge 10 of thy Sankeit introduction,




AR W

e

SRR X T T

i‘.i
m xm

without making a difference between the two, we havo used tho terms
here as being identical in meaning.

In connection with Bhasa being regarded as a Rishi, it may bo
said that it is quite proper that usages which depart from the opera-
tion of the rules of Papini are largely found in Bhasa, asin the writings
of other Rishis; and his works are highly approved of by such close
followers of Panini as Kaliddsa, Bhatta Bana and others with the
same regard that they have for the writings of other Rishis. The
dry word-reasoning, reconciling certain of such usages to the pre-
cepts of Panini, referred to in the introduction (p- xliii) of the Svapna-

' nataka is merely an imitaticn of the twisted and strained interpreta~

tion of the modern grammarians. Neither does such reasoning
appenl to lovers of Sanskrit, nor, on the other hand, do such usages
cease to be deprived of their peculiarity and become common usages,

_ In fact, numerous archaisms™ are still found in Bhasa’s compositions,

which are beyond the range of such plausible justifications as the
above, and which cannot be explained away as mistakes of the seribes.
Hence, 1t is not incompatible that Bhasa with his status as Righi,
should be a forerumner in the field of Drisyakévya, in as wuch ag
Valmtki and Vy8sa are in the field of Sravyakévya: TFor this regson,
the appropriateness of the imitation of Bhasa by Kalidasa who
followed him should be regarded as heing well established, in the same
manner as the appropriateness of the imitation of the writings of
Valmtki and Vyésa by Bhasa who came after them.

Further, Rupakas, as they exhibit before us events which occur-

. red away from us,are styled as Drisya (visible)

. Kgﬂc’;‘n’;:f‘”"’“ of Blss  oompositions. The impression thus created

by the exhibition is the Rasw which highly

captivates the mind. It is. that which learned men most desive,

It is on this ground that a combination of only such materials, as

conduce to the creation of the Rasq, deserves to be introduced
into. the Ripakas, This is effected by depicting without any
effort before the minds of the observers, the materials taken up
without divesting them of, their natural colour, Therefore it is that

such of them as could be depictod pnly in an artificial colour. should. .

be discarded by poets,and the highest natural beauty of the rpterials’

- % Vide appeudix- I,
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should be depicted, The exquisibeness of their innate qualities should
nat be veiled over by incoherent rhetorical axrangement, On the other
hand, it might be embellished in some places, when desirable, by
appropriate figures of speech introduced with graccful case. This
method has been cleverly adoptad by Bhisa, while to some extent
by Kalidasa. The utterances of Bhasa are mostly quite clegant but
net rhetorically polished, while those of Kalidasa shine by rhetorical
gloss.  The figures of speech that have beon wsed by Bhisa ave only
Upawa (390, Drishtanta (227) Arthiantaranyiss (Sdieateam)
and others of the kind, which are cmployed in common parlance by
all, und are easily understandable: and these too are drawn without
effort, and only in small numbers here and there; while on the other
hand, they are introduced by Kalidasa with effort in many
places. This will Do readily perceived by a cursory glance of the
Kévyas of the two writers und as such, is mot excmplified
here,

Further, all the ideus pertaining to a dramatic composition
should he impressed on the observers with 2 natural vividness by the
elegance of the mental soliloquy and of the conversations of the dra-

matis personee.  As the sense of the ideas conveyed should express

the practice of the world at large, similarly the language in which
the sense is couched should conform to the trend of daily ocenrrences.
A the language adopted in conversations by the peoplo is in tﬁ_c
form of proso, it follows that prose is the natural forn of dramatic
language: while the verse form iy not natural, as it is eircumsacribed
by the rules of prosody. No doubt the introduction, here ang there,
of a few poetical pieces, us good ns prose, and better adapted to convey
the meaning, cuhances the gracefulness of composition’; and for this
reagon, poets might very well introduce, in proper places, verscs i the
kind above described.  Further, sometimes the exquisite motrical
form even makex up for what is wantmg .in words and sensc;
prose on the other hand, has to le hmparted an vlegance by the
escellence of the gracetul arvangement of choice words and idegs;
heniee 16 is that prose composition i: considered to be more difficalt,
Thus in the Kavyalankira, while commenting on the éumx'a,

"Wﬂ" Tré qé: ﬂ’”
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Vamana says 1—
“errer i e gRmtawd gaeaea”

and cites as guthority for his position the saying of a learned writer
* which had acquired & repubation during his time,

tarel it fed gt 1

‘Hence it follows that, in Natakas prose is the chief factor, while
verse' i3 not so important.  When prose attains elegunce in words
and sense, then does the Ripaha serve its end. For this reason,
Bhasa mostly employs in his writings short bits of prose highly
charming in sense and expression; and the poetical pieces he uses, are
#imilar in form to the prose ones, and they are employed occasionally.
Therefore it is that he constructs sometimes Acts in his Natakas with
not a line of verse, for example, the 2nd und 3rd Acts of Svapna-
nitaka and the 2nd Act of the Charudatta. The Rase conveyed is
exhibited with a completeness which is merely dus to the weaving of
the prose pieces expressing the Rasa. If the Panchardtra contains a
larger portion of verse, it is iu point of lucidity not dussimilar to prose.
Although Kalidasa has followed Bhasa in his Sakuntala in all ways,
yet he has not been able to impress on his prose, the stamp of exqni-
siteness that marks t,]n(’z prose of Bhisa, -

The reason for this is not far to seck, Certainly in Dhasa's
time, the Sanskrit language, like other spoken languages of the time,
had so wide a range in the varied transactions of daily life, that the
poets of the time commanded a wealth of words clegant and well-
suited to graphically depict their ideas. The true and essential
natuve of things revealed itself to the poets of the time. Henee was
Bhasa able to compose without any effort shorl easy prose pieccs

enviched with 10fty idens. During Kaliddsa's time, on the other -

hand, Sanskrit had so far strayed away from the path of spoken
"languages, that words similar to these above described had fo be '
songht after, and the poets were nunble to form original ideas #s |
they gencrally followed the ideas of others. It is on this account
that in Kalidasa's time new Kavyas were considered neither good nor
viewed with favor and regard. Thix fact ean be inferred fromr the .
following passages of rhe Milavikdgnimitrg i—
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“From the following words of Bhamaha,
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it will be seen that even in Bhémaha's time, the poets nsed to
depend on other writers, not to spesk of later times. It is therefore
clear why the peanty of the conversational prose which shines in
Bhasa's writings is not fuund in the S8akuntala, But the renowned
poet Kalidasa, ambitious of winping reputation as an author of good
poetical compositions, at o time when new good poetical works were
deplorably scarce, followed with great effort the old track left by the
archaic writers Valmiki, Vyasaand Bhésa, and, beingw genius gifted
with bright conceptions, began to write new poetical works (Kavyas)
embellighed with a wealth of givid images and excellence, well worth
imitation by all succeeding pocts, aud at the same .time governed
himself by the rules of Papini and Bhamaha, The sweetness of verse
which obtains in the Raghuvamsa and other kmdred Kavyas is en-
shrined also in the Sakuntala in a similar or even a greater degres,
while a natural grace of diction and exquisitensss of ideas pre-emi-
nently provails in all his slokas to a degree, which is not far short of
that of the compositions of the archaic writers.

It must not be argued on account of the prevalence. of thls\

naturalness of grace, that Kalidasa succeeded
» ; i L .

. K‘ﬁ;ﬁ» t:;i;ﬁfnx‘;:: ?hﬁ:sa cnly within & short interval o{ ?una,
aftor Bhass, for it stands to resson that, althongh Kalidasa

came into existence centuries after Bhasa,
yob 1mpelled by a desire to imitate the writings of ancient authors,
he was able to infuse into his writings an arohaic poetic flavor,
not quite distinguishable from that of the ancient wiitings, It
it is not now impossible even for a post of the modern times, bent
on imitating ancient wntmgs, to instil into his pxoductmns an a.rchalc
flavor, it should much less be impossible to Kalidésa who has. over-

topped the entire community of succeedmg poets by his marvellous
poetic genins,

# Vide note on p. 13 of the‘E‘:mskrit futroduction.
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Nor from the fact that there is a cloge similarity botween the
Prakrit of Kaliddsa and that of Bhésa, can it
be inferred thut the interval betiween the age
of Bhasa and that of Kalidasa should weasure
only a brief space of time. As already mentioned, when Sanskrit left
the conversational avena, Prakrit which followed on the heels of Sans-
krit shared the same fate, and as such, the Prakrit atb the time of Kali-
dasa had necessarily to conform itsell to the Prakrit of Dhisa’s time,
for Prakrit being ne longer a spoken dialect, could undergo no change,
Since Kalidasa liad of necessity to use Prakrit in his deumas, and as
no change had taken place in that dialect, his Prakeit nmust necessarily
be similar in character to that of the ancient Notakas; and even to
this day, in wriling now Natakas, poets still successlully follow the
customary practice of using the Prakrit of the kind above described.
Thus, as the observance of a resemblance hetween the Prakeit used in
& modern dramatical composition and the Prakrit of Kalidass, could
never go to establish that its writer should have lived closely after
Xalidasa, in the same way, the observance in Kalidasa's Natakas of
the Prakrit similar to that found in Bhdsa, could not justify ihe
inference that Kalidasa should have come mto emstenue wwhm a
short interval of time after Bhasa. ¥ -

4, The similurily of Pra-
krit in Bhasa and Kalidusu.

ettt iy s tsmmne = e i e w s e e r————

* Accepting the priovity of Bhasa to Chanakya, Mobimahopadliyaya Mr. Taraprasada
Sustyi s, Ay o1 R of Caleubta, thas explaing the modern look of the Rrakrit of Bhuse io o
lettor of his addressed to me:—**The king of Avyavarta hotweon the mountaing Hinalayas and
Vindhyas and helween the two soas mentioned in the Bharatavakyn in, I believe, one of the
Nundas, Perhaps you will remember thal some threp years ngo U wrote a puperon the origin
of “Indisn, Drama’ in the Jourmal of onr Bocicty, Lhm\vm out a suggestion 1t the
Bharatuuu(:ynsnstm published i the Kuvyamala Series was perbaps composed in the 2nd
century B. C. heconse {he Purthians are there ealled Patbravas and not Palluvas asin
Manu and other luter works,

1 find that Bl.\aem. disregards nllogether the rules of dramaturgy laid down in let wonk

Ialso pmuh}d aub in that paper that, before the compilation of that worl there were sover al,

schools of dramatargy, and Bhasa perhaps belonged to oue of the older schools of drgrraa
tirgy and therefore he'was not aware of the rules Inid down in the Natyasastin,

1 have got n curions conﬁrmnhon of tha cm’ceuce of tlm dmmnturgy in ancient 1lndia
in the fact that W ' 0 ‘e Sudras.  Nolynsustes says .
that tho original " " divine ~origin, but thoy 1idW
ouled Righis and therefuze they were cavsed to Imcome Sulras, 8o their Sudrahood is Inter
than she erigin of (he drawa. . As in Chanakya's timo {hey were clnssod Lo be Sudtag, we
are Lo infor that al thal lime drana was an old, old institution,

Thero is one ationg puistin favour of u latur dats for Bhaza and {hal iy bis Pralast,
It is ok wv old wa 4bh ur Sthcontwy B, 0. hut duy oue wha lnu ﬁtudxed the dramati




Vo
Nvid

Turther, as lnngnage adapts itself bo the course of conversational

thought, its voeabulary also undergoes &

| 1‘5. Saul.hkxi; hlud cﬁw;ﬂl consequent chenge. When ‘it ceases t0 be
o be a spoken dinlect at the . . .

ok s for o 00

time of Kalidasa, spolen, the forms of w ords in the lzmgung

are no longer affected or changed. Bub it

might be asked how it is assmned that Sanskrit ceased to be & -

spoken language in Kalidasa's time, as also rakrit. "In this con-
nection it way be premised that language has three gradual stages:—
the fivst is that in whicl it is frecly emaployed in convarsation from in-
fancy; the xccond stage is attained when il is written as well as spoken;
and he third is reached when it ceases to be o spoken language,
but is merely employed in writings.  The utility of gramnmar is two-
fold: oncis to easily explain the forms and derivations- of words
curfont in the lauguage ; and the other is to keep them from under-
going modifications in form due to cavelessuess, ignorance or incapa-
city, as well as to prevent the entry of new words ino the language-
The second may be included in the first; for such changes in form and
the new words that may be introduced, not falling wishie the scope of
itg rules, grammar, by jgnoring them, reveals their inaceoptabiliby,
while it oxplains the established words, In the first two stages of the
growth of n Ianguage, when the current of discourse in daily life
fows nuinipeded, the works on grammar prevalent at the time, can
neither arrest tho mutation of forws taking place in words mor
prevont the introduction of néw words; for, as grammar is ﬁaerely
confined to the explanation of words which have at the time become
establishad in the various vialks of 1i£e, it could not become &ppli.c‘av.
ble to words wl}ich may subsequently become established in ),(;hé
cure:mb speech of the times posterior fo ifs appearance. Tor this
reason, new granumatical works adapting themselves to the cdurse of
spoech , of the times are then and there ooutposed. Tt therefore
follgws that no grammer attains o final stage so long as the language
to which it pertains has not cmerged -from the second sbagé, The

language, which has mnot depurted from the curvent of - conver-

sational thought canuot become defined or settled in its form owing
fo the possibility of the subsequent formal modification and the intro-

Trakpit carofully knows fully well that the copyists always chauged the Prakrits of thaly
nuthors iuto the Prkeits current in their own time.  And that in why Bhasn's Prakrit has o
modern Touk,  But theve i one word which is never weol by luter poets Iut which is found
only inuld Pali works whicl shows s autiquity and that word s *Auw’ for *Yes' 7,

e o e i 5 27 U, PN S .
S e e e i




;  duction of new words, But when a langnage ceases fo bo spoken
4.¢., when the causes of formal modifications’'and the influx.of fresh
words coaro to operate, necessarily it has roached its fnal and ot

. tled stage. 1t should thorefore be undersiond that the grammar of
a la.ngua,ge, that has attained its final stage, is also settled and fixed;
and the grammar which is applicable to a language, which has not
reached that final stage, remains still undeveloped. Thus in o series
of successive grammatical productions, thab treatise, 1fter the appear-
ance of which, the language to which it velates, ceases to be spolen
bat is merely employed in literary compositions, can be deeuwed as
completely doveloped: for, on the decline of the curvent of speech,
which-is the cause for the development,there is no scope for entertain-
ing any apprehension as to any future change oceurring in the forms
of words. As amatter of fact, such a grammar has to be viewed in
the way in which setfled mandatory precepts are wsually viewed.
This is the fact.

e, 55

, *Paninys Vyskarana. as a settled grammar

Atthe timeafthe Maka of {1yg Sanskrit language ; for he vegards only

. bimshya Sanskrit had conseld th A onised by it i . a
to be a spolen lnguage. e words recognise Y 1t ag pure and ac-

:‘ ceptable, and all others as unacceptuble, and
/
#

i
Ef The author of the Ma.hﬁbha.shya evidently considers the
!
i

enjoins the use of those pure words as meriforious and denounces
. the use of other words as sacrilegions; and these dircctions have
been scrupulously and revevently followed by all men. Tf he were
to consider it otherwise (that the Sanskrit had nob then ceased to be
& spoken language), he wonld not have made a sweeping and general
pronouncement of unworthiness with respect to words not recognised
by Panini, for such a pronouncement would amount to the statement
that even all the formal changes that must necessarily be brought in
by the strong course of current speech in the language are mworthy,
and would amount in effect only to this instruction, that the speakers
‘of the language should so withstand the irresistible course of speech,
that it might not give rise to any such mutation of forms, or even

the language. And this would be quite inconsistent with the views
4. of sueh vevered porsomages who watarally wish for the growth of
the language. Iiven if desired, the people could not fight against

% Seg note on P, 15 of the Bangkrit futroduetion, -

s

if such changes take place, they should not be allowed to enter into .~
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disconrse when i5 romains unimpeded. Therefore it maust thus be
asstmed—That the author of the Mahabhéshyn found tha, in his
time, the Sanskrit language was mostly gone out of the current of
vrdingry speech, owing to the prevalence in the country of several
other languages in ditferent stages of development, With no expecta
ation regarding the growth of the language in later times, and foar-
ing that it wonld gradually fade away in course of time, he conceived
the idon of so protecting the language, that it might ‘on no acconnt
leave cvea the stage of Deing employed in written compositions.
Coasidering that, when the people at large should, with the help of
this Vyakarana, gain & grounding in the language from the Sanskrit
works current at the time, and when they should happen to write
new works, the Sanskrit language would safely hold fast to the stage
of being embodied in writien compositions, the author of the Mahi-
bhishys, with the desire of instilling into the minds of the readers |
& respect for the gragp and use of sonnd words, attributed merit ,
to them on the authority of valuable texts. The people also follow- ‘
ing the said advice entertain to the present day that. profound ‘
vegard, which is commonly paid to the precepts of the vedic texts, }
towards Panini's precepts which are characterised by a.gravity due
to thelv farnishing immense help in explaining words which: form
the groundwork in the building up of all Sanckrit compositions. So !
‘far is thereforo plain, that even during the age -of the author -of the™

Mahgibhashya, Sanskrit had ceased tobe a gpoken language, not to !
speak of the time of Klaidaza.

The question how Prakrit ceased to be employed in conver- |
sational speech has now to be answered. It
6. Pkt had emsed  con be urged that, wheu Sanskrit ceased to
:;‘;"o"‘;';{:f:‘l";‘“i:“]wl e }e g gpoken langusge, Prakrit which was :
developing side by side with it, also shared .
a similar fate. How Prakrit came to develop ifself side by side
with the Sonskrit language, may now bs enquived. In this con-
nection, the sequence of the origin of Sanskrit and of Prakrit may be )
eonsidered.  Although there is a school of thought which has gnined
favour with orthodox scholars, that Sanskiit must’ be regarded as
eternal (having no origin) on actount of the fact that Sanskrit words
are embodied in the Vedas which ave eternal, still, if it i¢ to be infer- <
red that,in virtue of its being a language not different from the othey :
langmagoes, it sheuld also have sprung np with an origi L
];’: evegioped, then thero is g ro_v!;.l roid I?cu.ding to‘_).ﬁgg?n?giﬁggﬁ““.l’ i
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Tn ancient times, thore was some unknown language cuxrent
: among the people, which they employed for
Tho ariginof Sanskrit. the purpose of communicating their ideas
among themselves, in respect of their sheer
physical requirements, TIn the gradual development of the conver-
sational {aculby of the teople, it hegan Lo spread, and whenever the
intolligent among the people hegan to discover, by their own efforts,
new things, one after another, both spiritual and material, capable of
being enjoyed or discarded, and also to found new schools of theught, .
and when they cvinced a desire to make their fellowmen and those,
who would be born after them, ncquainted with the results of their :
labour and the means of discovering such objects and developing =
their form, quality and utility, then in the same langunage they began -
to compose works on these subjects. Thus by a series of successive
generations of men gifted with intelligence, a series of discoveries
of novel objects and consequently a series of successive new works
treating of the attainment of the said objeots, began to come into .,
existence and giadually became wide-spread. While tho state of .
composition stood thus, a multiplicity of vefinements had entercd
into the language, which would never have boen the case, if the lan-
gnage had remained merely g spoken tongue. In the written com-
positions again no pains were sparcd to convey the maximum of
thought in the minimum of words, to avoid their repetilion, to choose
appropriate and happy words and to arrange them gracefully. As.
new thoughts were successively born-of the more intelligent heads,
new words 0o came in thousands into the language. Tlegant styles -
of exposition also adorned the language. Thus blending together
the literary compositions and the oral speech, each of which helped
the development of the other,"a certain branch of the otiginal tongue
graduoally attained the highest refinement in all the words, whieh.
branch was the one embraced Dy the intelligent community abov
" spoken of, their descendants and those that looked up to them for
guidance and direction. And this, I think, is called ‘Samskrita’, (the
refined), from the refinements secured to it by the steadily continned
efforts of generations .of intelligent heads. Of the gencrality of the
people of those days, sueh of them as were poor in inielleet or did
not take cave to be guided by the more intellectual of them, carried
on their discourses in the original language uself, in which there

began to spring nn many new words which are the naturnl outcome of
the spread of their digcourses in daily life,and many excellences due to
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the acquaintance with the Samskrita-speaking people! and these
developed by gradual degrees, Thus from the original root langu-

8gé, seme mon-fanskrit branches also sprang up. The Sanskrit, .

on account of the sterling natnre of the refinement it had under-
gone, and on account of the seftled nature of the written works
studied by those desirous of cultivating its krowledge, came to be
spoken in tho different countries without any change in its fo;'m.
The other branch langnages, not being favoured by the two facts
above mentioned, came fo be spoken in different forms in different
countrics, and to derive their idcas from Sanskrit itself, Hence
Sanskril, was viewed us a model by other non-Sanskrit languages in
all manner of ways—in respect of werds and in respect of sense,
and camo fo be regarded as the nouvisher of the said languages;
and by virtue of this charactolistic, it ever deserves t0 be styled as
the “Mother” of the said languages. Thus must bave been the
. probable branching of the original root language.

Another kind of a langnage was prevalent which nust neces-
sarily have come into existence during the

The crigin of Praket. times when Sanskrit was wielding undisputed
sway in the field of speech. Sanskrit was

spoken well by mon, well educated in it, and with some slight differ-
orce by those 'who were less educated in it, but never well by men'
who were not taught in it Women also mostly by their want of
training in the language were not able to. promounce the Sanskrit
words in the proper munner, as also children, Hence in the tongue
of the illiterate, Sanskrit, came fo be pronounced in & slightly or
largely modified form uccording to the difference of their relative
* want of capacivy, Thismodified or rather mutilated form of Sanskrit
ig called Prakrit on account of its being derived from Sanskrit, its
‘Prakriti’ or origin. This Prakrit which was spoken by the uneducated
men and women of all eastes, on account of the contact with the
discourses carried on by the educated people of - the four castes, did
not nndergo very great modifications, and as such, s the best of its
kind.  That which was spoken by men and women outside the pale

of the four castes who were not moving with educated classes, was )

much more corrupted on account of their little acquaintance with the
educated, and greater acquuintance with those who were speaking the
best kind of Prakrit referred to above, and én account of the contact
with those who were speaking non-Sanskerit off-shoots of the original

T e s~
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root language mentioned above For ihisreason, this Prakrit isl
not pura. This again becamne probably sub-divided inte several .
Lranches on account of the differenmce in proportion ol the changes
undergone to a large extent when compared with the Prakrit in the
purest form, and on account of their being derived from Prakrit,
their ovigin. Theso are explained in the grammatical works on
Prakrit *. Thus with the spread of Sauskrit as a spoken language,
it must necessarily be taken that Prakrit also developed, side by sids
with it, in the field of speech, adapting itself to Sanskrit so closely
as if it were the shadow of the other. Such heing the case, it shonld
Do understood, that when the current of discourse in the Sanskrib
language declined, the curvent of discourse in the Prakrit also de-
clined; and following the fate which overtook the original Sanskrit,
its shadow Prakrit also departad [rom the field of spoken languages, ‘
When the Sanskrit-speaking people cvinced a desire to entert&i.iu -
themselves with the art of deamatic performances, they began to
construct dramatical cowmpositions suited o their tastes.  As the
Tanguage of the actors in the Ripakas had naturally to conform
ibself to that in daily life, that Prakrit which wax commouly employ-

ed by women and others ia then respective discouvses in life, came

to be used Dby them in the .Rupak:bs as well.  As to the fact that
people diverted themsclves with enjoying dramatic performances
duving the fimes when Sanskrit wus the spoken language, no doubt
need be entertained; for, from the two Sitras of Pinizi,

“qrrd et frgazgaan” (4-3-110),
‘ ‘mﬁ'@ﬂwrﬁ'ﬁ.’ (4-3-111)

which refer to the ucientific treatises on the art of acting, it is plaun
that the art of acting ireated’ of. should nceessarily have been in
existence, much earlier. This peviod when the arb of acting was in+
vogue priov to Pinini must be beyond doubt that duung which
the Sanskrit language wos a spoken one. '

The language employed in the edicts of Asoka or lali might,
well be one of the non Sanskris off-shoots of .,
the original root language aforesaid,  The .-
language was in ancient times spoken by a, - -

Tthe language of Asoka's
time,

# Hee noto on page 18 off the Swuskrit introductiop,
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mimber of people, and when the majority of them embraced the
Buddhist religion, it was adopted in the Buddhistic literature.
When some of the Sposkit-speaking and Prakrit-speaking people
professod Buddhism and intermingled with those who had alrcady
been Buddhists, then an irregular admixture of Sanskrit and Pra-
krit with the said language took place. Further the speakers of the
said language began to introduce deliberately into it an admixture
of Sanskrit on account of its capaciby to Impart a peculiar graco
to the.Janguage, just as it i~ done in Tclugn, Malayalam and other

Vernaculars. Therefore, it is but proper that it should consist of &

largre proportion of Sanckrit an possess a similarity to Prakeit: and
neither is ib Teakrit itsclf, nor Prakrit in ifs eatlier form, nor Pl&k\ib
in its later stage, but quite a different dialect from Prakrit. ~ Only
on account of its resemblance to Prakrit conld the terin Prakrit be
applied to it. Be ib as it may, whether it was spoken by the
people in Ascka’s thwes or whether it was cmployed merely in
the Buddhistic writicgy, certaiuly it commanded a high respect
al the hands of the Buddhists of the time. It might also well
be that, even during the time following that of Asoka, the said
language was, by some. Buddhist poet. either attracted by a love of
the lunguage or out of mere curiosity, fancifully employed along
with Sanskrit in sowe dramatic compositions of his own. In any
way in-the Ripakas written by poets who kept abreast of the current

of the Sanskrit tonguein speech and writing, only that Prakrit which

is counterpart of Sanskrit as already explaimed, should have been
ewployed along with Banskrit. It should not here be forgotten that
the same method was, as already *stated; followed by poets who lived
at the time of the decline of Sanskrit, as a spoken language.

+ Sowme people way surmise that at tho tinte of Kalidasa Sunskril

had ceased to be » spoken tongué; but Prakrit had stepped in as the

* Vide, 4 YThe stuilnrity of Peakeit in Blasn and Kakdaw’

+ The ariginal Sausheit of thiv paeagraph is givon below, which was w rxtten uu‘ly after

the Hanskrit introduction was printed,

W FgTeTECEESTatash SR meé‘m
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spoken dialect, and that Kalidsa, wishing to make his charactors gpeak
in conformity to the form of discourse then provalent, nsed this spoken
Prakrit as the Prakeit of the female and similar charactors. If it wero
50, he should have, Prakrit being the only spoken tongue, made kings
and similar characters also speak in some Prakeit different from that
of the [emale and similar characters, and not in Sanskrit. Bub to
suppose that he should have adoploed the form of speech thon prevas
lent "only in the case of fewale characters, is irrelevaut. Thus,
thut Kalidasa has followed the settled practice with vegard to the form
of speech of the various churucters, both wale and female, is duc to
his desive to tread the path well trodden by ancient poets, and not td
any ablompt to inake each of his characters speak severally the same
tongue spoken in the world in Kilidd=a's time.

Tt has now to be considered whether the archaic (3% ) words of

3hasa referred to above,” wera used by him (i)
before Panini's time or (i) during the timeof
Papini himself, or (iti) after Panini's grammar
came info existence and before it gained any publicity, or lastly

7. Bhasa’s priority to
Pinini,

(iv) after the grammar had gained publicity. The fourth of

these positions cannot stand in any case, for this reason
that a poet would not dare to cmploy words which we op
posed to the procepts of Panini, when they are known Lo he Apasab-
das (319@san: ); sinee Kavyas, being the cmbodimant of words, would
become, if they contain Apasabdus, us repulsive as a body afllicted

| by leprosy; and when such incorrect words ave hcedlessly mnsed

in written compositions, they would never commend themselves
to enlightencd scholars.  If they du not win the favonr of enlightened
scholars, how could the public cherish any liking for them, and
still move, how could the poet abtain any reputation when it depends

on popular opinion? Oun the contrary, he would be treated with -

devision by the public, and, if he is o believer in the Sastra which

I | Sy O TSR R EEE, THIRY AR q@ranaAssay, |

TGRS T IR RS QAT
gulcrarEaad #a, 13 NGB HA TG TTHREA AT, |

# Vide Page xiiy “Blusa, 8 Risld.”
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pronounces sin on the authors of incorrect expressions, he would also
inews that odimm. In the cage of T3hisa, on the other hand, hiy
Natakas, though roplete with such usages, have been highly extolled
even by such votaries of Paniui as Kéliddga, and his fame again has
reached its farbhest /i,

The third of these above positions cannot stand eibher. Wheun
could that period be when Panini's Anusisana
Asublicity off Piuiui's had not gained publicity ? 1t could not be the
first century before Christ, for the Maha~
Dhashya had then comc into cxistence, and as such, PAnini's
grarunar together with the Mahabhishya must have been at its
zenith of reputation; and further we are going to prove that it had a
wide currency in the 2nd centary B. C also. Nor could it be the se-
cond century B. C. when the Mahabhishya, 1ccording to some ingu-
irers into ancient history, was composeds For, that Panin’s grammar
wis popular even'then, is evident from the words of Bhnrtrihari(ﬁ&aﬁ( h2
when he says in his Vakyapadiya that the Sangrsha, a bulky
work of Vyadi on Pépini's School of Vyadkarana, having got
obsolete, as the studenls from ignovance liked to have brief treatises,
Patunjali wrote his Mahébhéshys summarising the substance of
the Sangraba. If Panini's grammar had not then been prevalent,
Bhartrihari would have ' attributed its declino to the general
diglike,
Bharirihavi's woras run thus:—
R SR ETRETT R,
FIATY HATHFTON, ST SETINH 1 wae ||
g qassifor o g |
GERESILEIEIE R REC e E NP
ey HiEE I 3 wear 17
(FFaTETe FFo )
Of thesc, the first conplet has been thus commmented on by Punya
Raja -

PO

ge g arfreders e AR sTsgue SereaaEt CEEUECICE
fraearaAreiT | A9 FEAAE gEAREE, ke AT |

mammqmmmr- Vo gAredt Brerg ofen: et
ot & AT | AT ST i weed at g )
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and he also observes, commenting on the last of the above lines,
thusi—

CTRT ATFIGAND AT GASHGA ATEHRTLART TR W
Frag s G e 1

It thevefore follows that it cannot be the third orv even the fonrth
eentury I3 C., for this reason, that as some period of tiwme has to be
fixed to indicate the interval which should reasonably have clapsod tor
the Sangraha's getting an ascendancy over men's nunds, and for its
stbsequent falling into disfavour, at the least a period of these two
centuries should be assigned, and during this period Payini's
- grammar must necesgarily have been in wide circulation. It has -
_ therefore to be surmised that the period in question must be the fifth
century B. (!. The first half at least of this century must denote the
" time of Kityayann, for it stands to reason that the anthor of the short
. stiira-like composition called Vapbika, must necessarily have precaded
| Vyidi, the author of the extensive tveatise. And the grammar of
» Panini must have been in vogue even then, for the author of the
“ Vartika expanded Payini's grammar and filled up the portions which
- Pagini had left out on account of oversight or on account of the
i springing up of new words after the time of Papini, by composing
;g new rules adupted to the discourse of the times, for mproving the
“knowledge of the stucents of grammar. Thus the period, when
. Papini's grammar had not gained publicity, may thevcfore be the
econd half of the fifth century I3. C. or the first half of the sixth
. cenbury B. C. As this muss denote the labtest age that conld be
: ssigned to PAyini, our discussion necessarly leads us to a consider-
ation of the second of the [our positions started with. The second posi-
ion also cannot stand; for, as Panini considers certain wordsas sound
nd Bhasa certain others sound, if both wero contemporaneous,
{ it would be highly inconsistent that such difference of views should
: % oxist between them, botk: of them being close followers of tho current
E{tongue Hence the enfuiry leadsus to accept the romaining one— .
m the first of the above positions, 1 these words, which have been
=%cepted ag avchaic (1) had got firmly rooted in the disconrses in
 bimes previous to Papini, then, these, being the ovdinary ( %T"é‘(ﬁ)
usages, should huve necessavily been brought by Pinini undor his’
 precepts which conform to the ordinary usages; and tliat, as a matter
of fact, those words have not heen treated of by him, lands us in 8

|
f,
;ﬁi
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dilenmna, The way to get oub of this diffienity will be furnished by
the answer to the question, how it happened thfnt even the archaic
usages formd 1n the writings of Vydsa and others, which were-also
in uso in common parlance without being regarded differently from
the ordinary, have also not been treated of by Panini, If it is explained
that these usages, being merely confined to the discourses among the
TRishis, could not be 1e,s,mdod as ordingry ones, while only words
distingnishable from them have been regarded as ordinary omes by
Panini, and as such, the archaic usages, ncither pertaining to the
people nor embodied in vedic utterances, have not been treated of by
Panini, then the same would hold good iu the present case also
T.et us tako that, considering these nsages as being included in the
vedic usages, Panini has certainly brought them within the scope o
the precepts pertaining to the vedic usages, as he hasused th
word Arsha (419) instead of Vaidikn (3R%) in lis Satra,

\-.f,.

gt WEEREEEAE T (1-1-16)

thereby indicating that the piecepts pertainicg to the vedic word
are also applicable to Argha words, and as the author of the Mal;
bhiishya also says,

I Cordaern gAG”, “gritaT, FaT: gl

that is, Rishis and venerable poets are accustomed to mse wor s
like vedic nzages, then this would equally apply to solve the previo s
question also. Hence the fizst position, /. ¢, thab the archaic usag 3
found in the works of B3hésa were ecmployed by him only befc o
Panini's iimes, now holds good. In this connecticn, it m st
be conceded that even in times much anterior to Papini, th e
were dramabic compositions written, read and enacted, for Par i
vefers to the Natasttras (Histrionic rules) of the Munis, Silali » d.
Krishsva, thus indicative ‘of the prior oxistence of the dramati al
art itself, in his Satrag — :

‘qrerrdfieet Rugaeet’ (4-8-110)
‘pEeEERTATE R (4.8-110

These Natasiibras presuppose the existence of dramatical composit ms

4 Vide notes in page 22 of the Sanskeit intvoduction,,
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to whicl they are applicable, as the scientific canons of an avt could
come into existence only after the art itself. As these dramatical com-
positions have commanded the vespect of the Munis, they must have
been composed by Munis and must be archaic in their manner. Since
such are Bhisa’s Nétakas, they may rcasonably be regarded as the
dramatic compositions referred to.

If the age of Dhésa be fixed at the filth or the sixth century
B. €., then it would be inconsistent that he
8. The populasity of  oj)ould have written the Abhisheks and Pra-
%z}e’f‘&i‘y‘: g gam“" the 4t timd Natakas on the materials pertaining to
Sri Rama's life, as the epic describing Rima’s
life and doings {or the Rimfdyana) has not been dated hefore the
second century B, C. This is not so, for it has not been conclusively
established that the Ramdyana was aot written before the second
century B €. Further, from the fact that Chanakya whose age has
’ heen fixed as the fourth eentury B. O, refers as authority to the story
of Rama, it must have been targely in vogue cven before the fourth
century B. C. The said reference oceurs in the Artha-Sastra of
Kautilya, in discussing the [ate of former princes who had not curbed

" “their sensesi——

“RIRTE, TR qEERALEEse (HEEE)
g TeAdmE 1 (Ffze 1.5-3)

Here it is described that Rivana, was killed for not having restored
! another’s wife, and Duryodhana, for not having made over a portion
of the kingdom, Dy the destruction of Ravana, the epic of Rima, and
5 by the destruction of Duryodhans, the epie of Yudhishthira are
y  referred to in the above;and these two epics are undoubtedly the
*  Ramayapa and the Mahibharata. The two works, as they are referred
to as authorities Iy Chanakyn, could nob possibly have been written
at his own time or even a little earlier, but wust necessarily bave
“been composed some seven or eight centuries before him. As the
~matter stands thus, there is no reason to doubt the popularity of
"the Ramdayana at the time of Blisa. As a mabter of [act, Lowever,
by the sequence of the description of the incidents about Ravaya
and Duryodhans, Chanakya has veferred to the established opinion
of the people at his time, that Ramayana is the earlier of the two and
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as such, it is reasonable that the Ramayana must nocessarily have
come into existence even before the Mahébharata., The narration |
of the story of the Rindyava, the reference in many places to Hana-
man and others contained thercin, and the description of Réma
a5 an Avathra of Vishnu, oll these found in the Mahdbhivata, avea
consistent with the above inference. !
Apart from these, there is a view that the epic of Rama is anter- }’
iov to tho times of Chanakya, and that this i
Tama, an Asnbea of - vop saime epie, being subscquently enlarged
by the introduction of a variety of new mate- |
rials, has become the Ramayana of the présent day. If the portion ascri- -
bing divinily as an Avatira of Vishnu to Sry Rama {ound in if, is to “
be considered as a subsequent interpolation, then it could not hold
good; for the surmise that the current Rémédyana is an enlargement
made by later writers, is not grounded on a solid basis. Oz ever if
there were any interpolation, on account of the fact that it would
not be probable that unless Réma is described as an Avatéra of
Vishnu even to the slightest extent, in the previous epic of Réma,
it wounld find a place in the later Ramayana, the portion ascribing
divinity to Réma could nol properly he considered as a later inter-
polaiion. The belief that Rama is God Vishnu himself, that his
doings themselves arve divine, and thab on account of its embodying
his life and deeds, the study of the Raméyana leads to the acquisition
of Punya or merit, has firmly rootied itself in the minds of the people
among suceessive . generations of the pious, in rvespect of the current
Ramféyana, Hence the suggestion that the oviginal Rawmdyana did
- . not ombody the divine attribute of Rama, and that it was, by chance, 5
-subsequently implanted in the later Raundyana and given a prominence ~
\’ therein, will not be convineing: for, which man of reason would consi-
der divine a hero whom he had till then been viewing ag human from
a certain epie, for the reason, that in a later epic based on it the same
hero ix depicted as divine? Thus it becomes establiched that even |
before the times of Chapakya the divinity of Srt R4ma has acquired ;
firm ground in the epic of Rama. T
Bhésa ev1denb1y knew the Sakya mendicants, for he makes men-
tion of Sramapa in | DPratijng, Avimaraka
" M',:':::'z‘::i.w Sra: and Chéradatta. Merely on this account,
it is not possible lo infer that Bhasa’s age

4 See P, ¥ Putijng, P, 835, Avimaraka, P, 56, Charudatta,

Fa



A A W P Wpimg & MBS ERs s ™

L e = T

—

a
NXXI

should be posterior to that of Bnddha, for it is well nigh possible
that Sakya Sramanas should have cxisted even prior to the &ime
of Buddha. There is nothing tc render it impossible to infer that
a form of religious observance, whicl had faken root intimes hefore
Buddha, and which was in vogue among the Sakyas, though in its
infancy, was cstablished on a firmer basis by the sage Duddha,
sprung from the race of the Sdkyas. Tapasvins (FuftE:) were styled
Bramanay either on uccount of their luborious perance or on account
of their training their bodies in the practico of religious rituals, Thus
in such Brahmanic treatises as Vaikhénasadharmaprasna and others,
the term Sramana is employed mostly as synonymuux with one prac-
tising religious austerities: Thus the term Sikya Sramana design-
ates those among the Sékyas who adhere to the practice of religious
ausberitics. When tho term Sramaga caneas a vule Lo be appropria-
ted by the Buddhists, whose tenets are opposed Lo those of the Vedic .
observants, to designate their own mendicants, it ceased to be adopted
by v odic- people with regard to their own mendicauts.

Thus Bhasa's age, fixed in the introduction of the Svapnavasava-

. datta ag being anterior to that of Chanakya,

10, Chaunkys. the author of the Artha-Sastra, becomes now

more lirmly established. That Chanakya is

the author of the present Artha-Sastra, should not even for a mo-

ment be doubted, for the reason that it is expressly mentioned therein

that* Chanakya himself composed the treabise, and that it is not stated

therein that it was composed by any of his disciples. Besides, an

archaic style, found in the passages of the Artha-Sastra, is sufficient

by itself to gemerate & firm belief in the readers, regarding its
-authorship by Chénakyu.

Tt is scen that these Natakas of Bhasa do not follow the vules of
dramatic compositions described in the Né-

the é&r’rcé’t"?ﬂ;ugﬂw.ym tya;sﬁstm of the pre.stzzniz day, Wh(?se author-
: ship has been traditionally ascribed to the

sago Bharata (an incowplete copy of the commentary of which,

% Vide P, 24, uobe on Chanakya, Sanshrit imrpdtw(imu o P
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written by Abhinavagupticharys, is in our possession), Of these
Natakas, the Svapnavisavadatta, the Balacharita, the Avimaraka,
the Abhishekanataka and the Pratimanatals might, on account of
their consisting of not less than five Acts and other charactoristics,
be considered as ¥Natakas: the Pancharatra, owing to the fact that
it consists of nearly a dozen actors and of three Acts, each succeceding
Act being shorter in extont than the one going Defore, may De re-
ckoned as Hamavakira, but the Fuse running through it is nob
the Sringdra and cach of the actors therein delincated does not serve
a different purpose, which facts ave the essence of Samavakira: the
Madhyamavyayoga, Ditavakya, Daiaghatotkacha and Karuabhdra
can be reckoned amongst Vydyogas on acconnt of their embodying =
large number of mals churactors and of being made up of xingle Act;
but the fewnoss of the [emale eharacters which is also requived in

a Vyayoga is uot found in the Ditavakya and Karnabhara; the Uru-

bhangs might be cousidered as an Utsrishtikdnka on account of the
Karunarasa and on account of the lamentation of the fewmale charact-
ers, bul the lamentation is not largely portrayed; the Pratijné-
Natika may be treated as an Thamriga on account of its consisting
of four Acts and on account of its depicting the baitle ag brought
about hy women, but it has been described in the colophon as a
Nétika ; again the Chérudatta is incomplete, yet il can be treated -to
be in the same [ooting as the Mrichchhakatika; bub in. the Balas
charita an actual battle fakes place, and in the Abhishekanataka an
actual death is represented. As these two have been forbidden by the
rules pertaining to the Natyasistra, here the tvansgression of the
rules Taid down therein is explicit- I'he mention of the name of the
author is prescribed by $ the Natyasastra; that too, has not been done
in the vase of any of these Ripakas; thus the transgression of the
requisites prescribed in the Natyasistra is everywhere plainly seen.
This much therelore can be concluded that there must have been
in existence in the times of B3bdsa a certain other Natyasistra con-
sistent with the nature ef Bhasa’s Nalakas, This wight be

the Natastitral referred to by DPapini as composed by Silali

muni or by Krisdsva muni; or this might be a certain

* Vilde note on Nataka, P. 21, Banskeit inbrodoction,
& Vide note on P 25, Sauskrit introduelion,
F Vide wote B, 20 Sanskrit istroduction,
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other old Natyasstra writton Ly Bharatamuni bimsell, as is
seen from the fact shat the name of Bhavata 1s mentioned by Bhésa .
in the term ‘Bhavatavikya’. '
The Natyasdstra mentioned above, which is curvent in the liter-
ature of the present duy, m ght be a-recension
m,llé Npotodty offhe ot of the original Natyasistrus of Bharata and
others, compiled by later writers, so as to
suit the dramatic works subsequently compo&ed and 16 may be
that, on account of its embodying to a greater ex.ens the dramatic
principles of Bharata, it has been pnblisaed us having been compos-
ed by Bharatamuuni. That the Natyaséstra, which is followed in the
dramatic literature of the preseut day, 15 w laber compilation, aud thas
it cate into exisience in about the sscond ceutury n. c., have conclu-
sively beon established by Mabd wahopddhiydys Haraprasula Sésiri
M, A, G, 1, L, in thie Journal and Proceedings of the Royal Asiatic So-
ciety of Bengal (3. 5. Vol. V No. 9, of October 309, pp. 831351, The
words Aryaputra, Bhadramulha, Kuméara and ovhers, preserived i in the

.current Nétyasastra® to be used by the dramatic characters in vespect’

of particular persons, were found employed in the Natikas before,
and are thereforc adopted among the canons of dramatu gy by the
compilers of the Natyasastra. Of these teruis, Ary putra, Bhadia-
rukha, Kuméra and some others, ave found in the Nata-
kas of Bhasa, and certain others might have been cuployed in other
archaic dramatic compositions. In the Svupnaniaka, the terin
Avyapuira is employed as a word of respect by the chumberlain of
Vasavadattd’s father in addressing king Udayana, This form of
address, which should be employed only by Visavadattd in addves-
ging Udeyana, her lord, was complimentarily adopted Ly her fab er's
chamberlain with a view to bring out the affection cherished by the
chamberlain towards Vasavadattd. In the same mauner the form of
address adopted by tke sorvant of Ugrasena towards Vasudeva, i. e,
styling him. Avyaputra cocurring in the Balacharita is employed as a
m&rk of respect out of yegard for Devaki.

" lbis nob possible to make out from the Natakas of Dlasa .
whether he was patronis:d by any parti-ular
mézesfgg }f;';‘,;g‘pffyfh“” king; nor had he a de~ive even to niention the
nawe of any such king. For, if he had

desu-ed to do 50, he could very well have mentipied his nawe either. -

FOVide 17th ;’\élh}’-‘a«y:z.
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in the Sthapana (¥941) or in the Bharatavakya¥RaF) in its pro- i
per connection. Even though the name of the patron prince is not |
mentioned in the Sthapand itselt, in as much as he had not mentioned [
even his own name, then in the Bharatavakya it shonld necessarily be
mentioned. The name, only when explicitly m ntioned, will be recos-
nised by the readers as the name of a particular kiny, a way thus be-
ing made for perpetuating his name. The patron king also, having
known the services of the poet in immortalising his name, will extend
his favours towards hum,

The term Rajasimia (USRE) occurving in the Bharatavalkya, Tst-
fg:sarg :” could not point t- any particular king, for if it were o
denote the name of a parsicular kiry, the kingly vlation of the king
to the poet who prays for the king’s prusperity would mot be
expressed by the word denoting that relation, whereas in the
Bharatavakyas ¢ U R marg @ (Pratima), “at wg & ey
afefae:” (Urabhonga) and st Qo afider: saeg @
(Karnabhér ) the above relati nship is explicitly shown by words
ST and I, and that it should be otherwise in tho first case i. ¢,
in that ol UWI¥E, is evidertly inconsistent. There was no king of re-
pute by the name of Rajasi vha who liv d befuie Blla,bt.,baga, Kalida-

" wa, Patanjali and Chéanskya. Thus it has 0 be concluded rhat the term
Rajasimha has been employed ag being synonymous with a pOWerful i
king, just like the term IR in the verse “Regefifée:” occurring |
in the Karpabhara (P, 72). The hinting of the mere name of the ;
patron king of the poet, while developing tho events sastaining the
interest in the body of the work, elsewhere than in the Sthapand and §
the Bharatavakya, would be ill-suited to the context and would he
quite out of pluce and ineffeciive; and poets do not resort to it , for by
doing so, they would only become the subject of ridicule. Thus, as ¥
the nawne of no particular king has been mentioned, the Bharata-
vikys uppears to have been composed by Bhésa, with a view of in-
voking blessings on kings in general, so thst by itg being vecited on
the stage by future generations of dramatic actors, it could very
well be made to apply equally in the case of kings who 1night wield
the sceptrs during the times that it is so vecited, Tt is not possible
to infer that the Mrichehhakat ka was comp sed by Bhésa to gain
the favour of the king Stidraka and pubtished by him in the name i
of the latter, as may be judged by the appearance of the 1deas runs *

uing through the Natakas of Bhésa, in the Mpichehhakatiis i»vhichf?
f
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" embodies most ot the pussages found i the Charudaitw,  if it were
50, then Bhésa should have destroyed his own dramatic composi

- tions so that the reputation of his patron king as & poot might grow
and that ill repute might nov fall on him. As a matter of fact, the
" Narakas of Bhasa hive not heen so detroyed by him, as is seen from
the fact that Kaliddsa, Bhattabipa and others have spoken abouf
. the reputation of Bhisa gained by means of his Natakas, Andifeould
not be said that BhAsa published the Natakas after the death of
; Stdraka. Tt will be monstrons to regard Bhésa as having de-

; ceived his royal master T.et us leave such far-fetched snrmises fo
g thomselves,

Ty T S

§ The following w1 e the conclusions from the topics so far discus-
g, sed here and in the introduction of the

14, Summary of the -4 by ¢ reen
Vo oncimin Svapnavasavadatta:

(1) that the Svapnavasavadatta and other Natakns, 18 in
» number, which have been recently discovered, were written by -one
| and the same poet from their close rosembilance i» one another in
- the language employed and the method of expressing the ideas;

(2) that the said post lived in times prévious to the age of
g Vamang, Dandin and Bhamaha, who have quoted from these Natakas
" ad verbum, ad sensum ;

(8) that, from the non-mention of the name of the poet in .
the Sthéipana of these Natikas, the said poet had lived in times
before the practice of mentioning tha name of the authors in their
Nébakas became customary ;

w"'w(yf'i-) that, from the fact that tradition aseribes the author.
ship of the Svapnavasavadatta, one of the Riipakas in our possession,
to Bhésa, the author of the Svaonavasavadatta and the other closely
similar Rtipakas should be Bhasa himself, who has been extolled by
Kalidasa, Bhattabina and others ;

(5) that, by virtue of his writings being «haracterised by ”
an intensity of Base and by a marvell susly exquisite flw of language,
" and on account of the fact that his writings are marked by an all-
round grace nf poetical elegance common only ¢> the archaic com-
positions of the sages like VAlmtki and V)dsa, Blasa was an archai .

poet of renown and lived in the times wlen Sanskriy was the
spoken language ; .
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(6) that, on aceounl of $he fact shat Kalidasa hag imitated
his writings in all ways and that he has mentiored his (Bhésts)
name first among poets deserving of respect ab his hands, Bhasa
was the single poos considered by Kalidasa to have been endowed
with high poctical oxeollence deserving to be imitaled by others, by
virkuo of his having pointed out a path Go the construction of
Rtpakas; ..

(7) that, bent on adopting the language and ideas of Bhé sa;
Kalidisa, though born a considerably long timo after Bhisn, was
able to exhibit, in lus writings, to some estent, an equxisitéxless of
style, admired in the productions of Bhasa, and also the similarity of
the Prakrit compositions found in Bhasa’s works, is quite within the
precinets of proj viety; :

(%, that, al'hongh Bhasa’s writings have been marked by a
maltiplicity of archaic usages beyond the pa'e of the opérations of
Panini's precepts, yeh [rom the fact that these writings have been
adopted hy Kaliddsa and others, close adherents of Panini, the
appellation of Rishi appertained in ancient times to Bhasa;

(9) that, being found to disregard several of the rules of
the current Natyaststra in his Ripakas, Bhisa might have followed
a certain eatlior Nityasastra referred to as Natasttra by Papini;

(10) that, on account of the fact that the grammatical"
rules had assumed a settled form during the tim:s of the sage Patan-
jali, in consequence of Sauskrit ceasing to be a spoken language

‘Bhasa should have lived in an age anterior to vhat of the sage .

Patanjali; and from swilar arguments, he should necessarily have
lived long before Katydyana and tayini; and ’

o (1D that it is qmite proper that Chanakya quoted the 7 erse
opourring in the Pr.tijnd-Natikd aud that Bhésa lived considerbly
long berure Chéyalkya.

Thus, from the wmention of Réjagriha and Udayajnana * (Obser-

. ~ vatory) at Ujjaine in the Svapnavésava-

mllf :‘k‘“'"c‘—‘ w Rij  datta (pp. 11 and 54), from the mention of
griha, &« - .

” Venuvana and N&gavana in the Pratijna

Nécika 'p.3) and from the reterence to Pataliputra i the Charadatia

# Vide nnte on the word SEUFIE 0, 24 of the Sanskrit introduction, JTHHM is the
Sanskrit equivalent of o reading STAVM], fonud in the manuseript & ; but this incerprea
tation i« not possible if we adopt the rending STAGIUT fonnd in all the other manuseripts
consulted, which should bo Sanckriticed as STHRHAM, -
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(. 80) it wight be conetuded 1hat vhose should have been in exis-
i tence long befors Lhe times of Bhisa.

Some may hopo that the Charulatta would furnish sou e new
materials which wouli be of help for engniries
about Bhisa’s age, but nothing of the kind has
been found by me, while exmnining the
‘Chiwudatta. Flowever,ib has been sent to the press, afsor revising the
same with the help of a second copy newly obtained, s, that it may
minutely be examined by them. It is expected that the same will be
published in three or four months, *

16 Yhe Chirudatta.

Trom the third Act of the Pratims Natuka, some’ new informas .

tion is gained as to the existenco of & statne-
obﬁiueﬁ (o r‘l"‘g"if;"l‘t‘l‘ﬁ’l‘; house whicl is non deseribed in ancient wril-

ings.  The statues of departed kings are kil
fully constructed in stone and erected in the statue-houses and wor-
shipped by priests. The conclusion may thercfore be drawn that it
was customary to build statuo-honses in the times of Bhisa.

Only those marked by the sterling worth of their character have
been chosen to zepresent the heroes of

fobn of (i mhesaul ™ these Rtipakas, and their movements in life

both mentally and physically are so delineat-
ed as to draw the minds of the readers to follow their parts and nob
act otherwise.

Although the hero of Avimaraka$ is made to creep stealthily in
to “Kangapura” ab dead of night, yet even this incident is portrayed
as preparatory to the bringing abont of the Gandharva form of Marri-
age between the lovers, and could be construed as imparting the

moral that even men of heroic type and of sterling character arein - -

danger of being allured by the siren temptation of Cupid, and that
one should be well guarded against such toruptations,

The Chérndatta delineating fictitious events might well be‘.}‘ B

AR

vegarded as furnishing a clue to the deeds of noble and ignoble men,'

The other Ripakas embodying, as they are, the lives of 8:1 Rama,

o i g e 1ot s

. * Thig play is now published, § Vide note. on the word, Amnﬁmksu, P2 Sanslmt o

introdnetion.
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Kvistina, Yudhishthira, Udayana and others are well suited fo ‘the
whettirg of the intellect, and as such, are all of absorbing interest,

From Bhattabéna's ronarks extracted in the introduction (p.

¥xi) to the Svapnavdsavadatta, 1t may be

10, Bhisws tendeney to jntopped that the literary achievements of g
Bhésa, who is of equal vank with Vyéisa, did £

write Ripakas.

not extend t» eomposing Lkhyana, Akhysyiké or Mahdkavys. What- §.

_ ever it might be, one thing is guite clear, that Bhésa considered the
composing of Riipakas as the highest form of literary compositions
and accordingly composed them in a renarkably exguisite form. Tt
is quite appropriate thab, of the Kévyas, Ripaka deserves to be |
placed on a higher lovel, as it possessas the dual characteristic of
appealing equally to both the sense of sight (Z and of hearing(¥15%).
S0, thus 15 the original form of ovher written composisions, as Vamana
says in his Kavyalankérn ;- )

“gegdy FEETE ST (1.3-30)
“qmenEerT €8 ad el
AZE FATEHAS AgrEErEi (1.8-32)

It can be explained that there'is every probability of thase Ra-
pakis becoming unused. In former times,

20. Nomeprovalance of  when 1hese Ripakas were in vogue, later
the plays of Bhdsa and the . .
xbsence of roforence o them  POCES also begun to compose Riipakas. Thege
in the anthologivs, later (Riipakas), out of a personal regard to
their nuthors, from their favourable reception

at the hands of lovers of Sanskrif, and the special encouragement ab
the hands of king=, desirous of patronising the advancement of poetical
efforts, beeame diffused over a large aves; and gradually when further
new compositions came to be produced, in large numbers,and obtained
publicity, the sncient Rapakas were thrown into the background
by slew degrees, and in the end, vanished from the scope of
literary studies, Just as in the field of Sa&stras, the old works.
which were characterised by the excellence of their compositipns;
reached a decline and thew very names bhecame gradually un-
known to any, when lster sastraic treatises, even though
their merit is not of a high order, came into prominence, in the
sume way, the literary field being exclusively appropriated by new
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dramatic cownpositions, Bha«a's Ripakas graduslly camoe fo be un-
known even by name, It is cortain that all the Rfipakas of Bhisa,
must have been sypudied by Kalidssa and Bhattabina, from the faet
that they prais b;'?-éfem‘ing to his works in gener-l  Of these, the
Svnpmpvﬁ,savadziﬁm and Pratijniyaugandhardyana were, beyond
doubt, in vogue ab the time of the Rhelorician, Vimana; and the Ba-
Tacharita and the Charudatba, in the time of Dandin, as is secen from
their having extractod verses, us examnples, from them. From the fact
that Abhinavaguptdchfivys mentions in his Nétyavedavivriti the
names of Svapnavasavadatta and Daridra-Chirudutta, it could be
concluded that the said Rupakas used to be studied in his time.
The other Rupakas might have been forgotten duving the tumos of
Vémana and others; and hence, I think, no verses have been
guoted by them from those works. When fimes were so rolling, all
the Natakas of Bhisa entered the abysmal cavity of Obliviou, so that
the compilers of Subl-ashitivali and other anthologics by their inabil.
ity to obtain copies of these Natakas, could not exiract in their
compilations any of the verses from them. The following verse
contained in the Ist-Act of Avimiraka and adopted in aslightly
modified form in the Sarngadharapaddhati (Slok: 1405) appears
to have been learnt by Sirngadhwra only by report without even
once having looked into the Avimdiraka,

wd: i fwen: wleaafal: s ey

st TR TRl FEE Bt |

o SIS TeARAAveS e

Ty wfeRTeAr ity g asly adfamern? (sl 12.)

It is on aceount of this that ‘Samgudhara was not able to indicate
in his work even the naime of the author ox of the work containing
the verse. As for the few verses, which are not found in she .
Natakas under discussion, but embodied in the Subh4shitavali and
other works as belonging to Bhasa, I think they mighi;'\have
been extracted from the other Natakas of Bhawn (than those
in our possession) by the compilers of the anthologies It is
not certain that Bhésa compesed only the 1.3 Nibakas now obta.m-
ed, for there is nothing to indicute that he has not composed
any more than these. Or it might be that the anbnologmtxl
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having not actually secn the works of Bhisa, have aseribed
these verses o Bhisa believingin some tradition which so as-
eribed them to him.  The compilors of anthologies are found to em-
Lody in their works the verses of other writers which tkev h ppened
to memotite merely from their repute without havir g learned them
from the original *works themselves. [t may thevefove be concluded
that the Natakas of Bhdsa, now under refercnce, had no currency
in tho litevary activities of the times oven many centuries ago.

There is o peculiar class of actors (FMBIT) in this country’

~ kuown ainong the people as ‘Chikyar’. These

e 131;,3 :thkxﬁ:‘:i:ﬁt:; people are found acting the Niginanda and
i anclont duys. the third Act of Pratijniyangandharfiyana
which they cail Mantrinka Nataka, on occa-

© gions of some tewple fostivals, iva method peculiar to them. Tt
appears to me that the third Aei of Putijnayaugandhariyana is
designuted by them us Mantrinku, ou uccount of its embodying the
state-craft  cuaployed by Yaugandhariyana, ile Prime Minisier.
But these aclors ave yuite ignorant of the Dratijudyaugandbar-
gyamn and the conbest of the Munbnka, Certainly ab the time
whon Bhisw’s Nitakas were eurvent in this country, she scholars
of {his couniry cxtracted the Mantrinka from the Pratijnd Natiks,

and taught and laid down the method of enacting it, as in the case of |

Naginanda. In course of time, however, when these Natakds lost

e

their publicity, the ovigin of the Mantranke itself hecame unknown |

to Ghe very actors themselves, '

Althongh these Ripakas became unknown to the world, still,

1 think, o few of their copies may surely exist

o ot stene e e in zome corners of this land of Bhirata in
otipes of tho plays of Blaw  tBe form of manuscripts, with leaves worn
invome comms of Tndin.  out by thwe or in [ragients of manuseripts
eaten off by mice and ‘white ants. As in this

93, "The probability of

State a few copies of the plays were unexpectedly brought to light, -

o it is uot unlikely that some other copies may yet be discover-
ed in cther parts of India. That such manuscripts do <nob exist

#* 14 shonld be borns in mind that myny of tho names of anthors and works given by the
wnthalogd - ave found to be invorreet, ’
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in other purts. could only be ascertained after a house-to-house search
is carefully made from Kashwir to Cape Cumovin.

It now remwmins for me 1o explain how this group of Rupakag

happened to Le unearthed for the first time

23, The eause that kel i1 the Travaucore State—RBlpukes, shining

to the discovery ol the as they are like the brilliants on the diadem
manuseripts of the playsin 5y, g eieat Natakas, and furnishing a
Travancore and the conchig- . . . .

jon of e introdurtion. mine: of information for researches in the

field of ancient. listory, with perfection

well worth imitation by all poets, The explanstion is not far to
secke for, what led b our obtaining the Puorushakara, the
Vyaktiviveka, the Dorghataveitti, the Jayamangala, and other works
wlready published, and  the  Bhoja-Vyikarana  (HarasvaltkantLa-
Dlarana) the Natya-Veda Vivrili, the Muanju-Sei-Mulatantra, and
other works awaiting publication, all very rare works, upplies to
the Ripakas as well, From very ancient times, kings and nobi.
lities of this iand collected literary works with great effort, and
preserved them in  their residences. Even in these times,
when  Sgnekril  has ceased to be wide-spread, their descendants
do nrt generally show any indifference in preserving the manus.
cripts though worn out and torm. Thisis why rare works are
obtained in this State. e e -
"There is yet another reason which could be singied ont as shine

ing most prominently, namely the fortuneof His Highness the present
Malaraja of Travancore, who isti source of all that is good axd
the seat of all that is kind. aaid merciful and who rules over this land

“of Vanchimgadanewith charity as his guiding star—that fortune

v'h’&rﬁﬁf the merit acquired by icsuscitubing rare and valuable
noient works and the , fame of helping humanity in all dircctions
(taing a steady growth for thme eternal
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henee we bake that Pradyota mentioned hy Bhass is the enme as the '

APPENDIN V.

Some charaeters mentioned in the Srapnandtake aud
the Pratijuandilily,

Two ‘kingq Tdayana and Pradyola are mentioned in the Prati-
indnétika, while in the Svapuavisavadaitn one move king Darsaka is -
wlye mentioned,

1) Heve, Unavana, says Bhasa, is a descendant of Bharate, ruler
ol Kausatibi and son of Satdntka. These accounis also agree §with -
[Tdzyana of the Vishgu Puorina (Awsa 4, Chep. 21), which deseribes.
i as the 24th descendant of Partkshit, (the grandson of Arjuna):
we may conclude frow this that  Udavana mentioned by Bhasa und

in the Vishpu Purbna are one and the same persons

oA l"uAm‘dm, aecording to Bhasa. is -Udayana's father-in-low
and father of Gopélaka and Palaka; in the Vishon (Amsa 4. Chap. £3)
and Vayu (Chap. 99) Purnas, he is mentioned as the father of Palaka:

obe mentioned in the Parinas. Further the Purénas say that Pras
dyotw is a succossor of Ripunjuyn alics Arnjaya and that the
latter is the 22ud descendant from Sabadeva whose father Jurasandha,
the ruler of Magadhas, was a contemporary of Arjuna, the celobrated
hero of the Mahdbhérata. Tt ix therefore quite possible that Prad-
yola, the 29rd successor {rom Habadeva should be s old ax to be in
the relation of & father-in-law of Udayuna, the latter being the 24th
descendant from Partkshit who is younger fthun Sahadeva by ome
generation. Although Ripumjaya, from whom Pradyots wrested She -
kiligrdom after defeating him, was a lineal descendant of Sahadeve of
Magadhae, yet his kingdom wight pr obably he the country of Avant
with ite capital Ujjuine, just as the kingdow of Udayans, a ﬂam
dant of the Pandavas who ruled over Kuru-Hastinapura, was Vatses
and its cupital Kausdmbi.

o

3) Dansaga, as Bhise teils us, was the brother of Padindvatt
the Queen of Uda.yana and he (J)ulsaku) ruled over the ngthm}‘ ,

] Utlayam\«sxmndfarhw, muuxdmg to Vishnw Furdna, g Buhudmua, In,.z Bhidag
parhaps calls kim by another navor, Sahaseinike which he might have Loapned frisn .oy
othor TLi_ILl?stl.



“bfl\faga&hm w1th cupital Rajagriha. While in the Vayu t’ulﬁ.ntm;

Sisunags dynasly, and the Vishnu Purfna mentions himx ag Darbha-

" Ka, (perhaps ina corrupted form or from clerical error). But
- Darsaka of the Purdnas is not the same as the Darsalka of Bhéasa, for

" Bhasa makes lim a contemporary ol Pradyota, while Darsakaof the

(gcernding bo Vayw) who is o confemporary of Gautama Buddha,

o rm—

E %a##ramﬁsrmfés:&raﬁa@t A |

PPN

SfagEHE tﬁqm o 2 = fﬁ zﬁmﬁ aﬁr‘fré'T :am-
AT TR o A e |
3. vEAA— o ARaAe AR 9 %rirmm
i IR At | g aifE: TR g T 9T
Ay AW R (st gowee R2) EFWHH* £2T TR
S t{anqﬁrd Rafia | ‘
R, weEia— Y 3T AGU LT mfﬂ mwr@iﬁéﬁr

TEFE I [fa@E (@we e §)| = rzlcmnur {30 ¥. =0

%), AT (FElic °]) T TEFFET fFT 1 GAW Argay,
G, AR ’aﬁm o | 5", SrgAeRE-
| REAUESTET: WA, g gen a@r ﬁ:ggzﬁ

(sgar SRFA) AW, TEEHARAN — Wi uza:qren ECIo
fn gew — 3 RS gaofifis: | @ HWU’ g4y
i AfTaAE TGRA TEE, YA z:a‘r mm 337
qeq AT G G | TR 4 g 54 €, W A
HE‘?}E(EIWW Raawr n‘!m; aﬁf‘ﬂ%ﬂr I ?E!‘TT‘H’“ mm-’ﬁ

PR— _*.m.»ﬂ_

* ﬁ‘ﬂ;gﬂm‘lw AT r’qﬂmﬁ g&m 'mﬁﬁm ’am A ¥
&I fﬂm‘ramﬁwmﬁféﬁm v

- Dargaka iz mentioned as the grandfather of Nandi-Vardhana of the h

Pavanas is the 12th suceessor ¢f Pradyota and son of Bimbisﬁm_
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